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When is an apple grouchy?

When it’s a crab apple

Do you have a suggestion for Slice of Wry? We want to hear it. Please include your 
name, city of residence, and a number where you can be reached. Email: citydesk@
inlandnewspapers.com.

SLICE OF WRY

arise warranting it.
Merritt, 58, of Homeland, 

stands charged with four 
counts of murder for the 
bludgeoning deaths of Jo-
seph McStay, 40, his wife, 
Summer, 43, and their two 
sons, Gianni, 4, and Joseph 

Jr., 3, in their Fallbrook 
home, in San Diego County, 
on or around Feb. 4, 2010. 
The family’s remains were 
discovered in two shallow 
graves, west of the 15 Free-
way and north of Stoddard 
Wells Roads, on the outskirts 
of Victorville, in November 
2013. He was arrested a year 
later following the discovery 
of human remains found 
buried in the Mojave Desert 

near Victorville, which were 
positively identified as that 
of the McStay family.

Authorities believe finan-
cial gain was the motive be-
hind the killings. Merritt 
faces the death penalty if 
convicted.

Smith scheduled Merritt’s 
next hearing, a trial setting 
conference, for Feb. 23. 

Trial is expected to get 
underway after Easter.

Merritt
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mar; Lake Elsinore; Mur-
rieta and part of Temecula.

Court records from Or-
ange County, Florida, show 
Quintero, who now lives 
in Lake Mathews, was ar-
rested for battery in July 
2002. At the time, the Or-
lando Sentinel newspa-
per reported that Quin-
tero, who was running for 
a school board seat, was ar-
rested after a fight with his 
wife that started when she 
smoked in their home.

“The wife complained that 
Quintero grabbed her arm,” 
the Sentinel reported. “A wit-
ness, one of the couple’s eight 
children, said he was present 
when his parents argued but 
that the fight did not become 
physical.”

Quintero also was ar-
rested in August 2002 for 
violating a pretrial release 
condition stemming from 
the same incident, accord-
ing to records.

And in February 2012, 
Quintero was arrested by 
Orlando, Florida, police 
on a charge of stalking — 
dating violence. Accord-
ing to the arrest affidavit, 
a woman said she had an 
intimate relationship for 
four years with Quintero, 
her employer at the time, 
and that he “contacted (her) 
against her will” after the 
relationship ended and she 
stopped working for him.

The woman said Quin-
tero, who showed up her 

residence and sent text 
messages, also threatened 
her family in Mexico and 
threatened to call immi-
gration on her, the affida-
vit read, adding she called 
police after seeing Quintero 
was a passenger in a Jeep in 
her driveway.

Prosecutors declined to 
proceed with the stalking 
case, and Quintero’s ar-
raignment on the battery 
charge was canceled, re-
cords show. All criminal 
cases against Quintero in 
Orange County, Florida 
are closed, according to re-
cords.

Now a pastor, real estate 
broker and licensed mental 
health clinician, Quintero 
denied grabbing his wife 
and said the charges stem 
from a messy divorce that 
followed him from Texas to 
Florida.

He denied stalking his 
former employee and said 
he never had a roman-
tic relationship with her. 
The charge of violating a 
pretrial release condition, 
Quintero said, was a mis-
take caused by a lag in pa-
perwork after the battery 
charge was dismissed.

Court records show Quin-
tero pleaded no-contest to 
the pretrial release viola-
tion. Quintero said he did 
that to get out of jail and 
noted the judge withheld 
adjudication in the case.

“We live in a country in 
which you’re not guilty un-
til proven by the court of 
law,” Quintero said. “And 
anyone has the right to call 
the police and launch any 

type of accusation.”
Quintero gave this publi-

cation a copy of his divorce 
decree from May 2012. In 
it, a Florida judge found 
Quintero’s wife “contrib-
uted to the partial destruc-
tion of the husband’s career 
and church earning ability 
by her behavior during this 
protracted divorce litiga-
tion in two states.”

On his campaign website, 
Quintero touts his charita-
ble work, saying he “has 
initiated and continues to 
fund a number of programs 
to help families in need, in-
cluding a food bank, a soup 
kitchen, a food program for 
the homeless, mental coun-
seling services, and pro-
vides toys for children of 
low income families.”

Peacock, who lives out-
side Corona and teaches 
high school in Perris, de-
clined to comment for this 
report. But on Facebook, 
she has attacked Quintero 
as a “false prophet” and 
fake Democrat.

“We have to get this in-
formation out,” she wrote in 
response to a comment on 
her Facebook post. “I don’t 
want anyone to be swin-
dled by the words ‘pastor’ 
or ‘democrat’ or taken in by 
his hispanic last name.”

In another comment, she 
wrote: “I don’t have a huge 
issue with mistakes of the 
past, but I have a huge is-
sue with lying about it now. 
That’s dishonest. We’ve had 
enough of that in our dis-
trict with Calvert. We don’t 
need another self-serving 
hypocrite in office ‘repre-

senting’ us.”
Peacock also posted 

Quintero’s mugshot from 
2012.

Woody, the independent 
in the race, said: “I think 
this election is about integ-
rity. … All of the candidates 
in the race are going to have 
to answer as to their integ-
rity. That’s one area where 
Ken Calvert has clearly 
failed for 25 years.”

Regarding Peacock, 
Quintero said: “I’m not 
the one applying (Donald) 
Trump’s playbook on poli-
tics of raising false allega-
tions and statements and 
against others, the playbook 
that cost Democrats the last 
presidential election.”

He added: “My message 
is very very simple in na-
ture. I can bring change to 
American politics … change 
fueled by my desire to bring 
American values of diver-
sity and inclusion.”

Quintero
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would only reduce travel 
time by two or three min-
utes.

“In this case, travel 
time reduction needs to be 
greater than 10 minutes to 
realize travel time savings,” 
the report said.

The eight-page report 
looks at a host of issues 
and topics in making be-
fore concluding to keep the 
station.

Pedroza said his main 
concern for lobbying in fa-
vor of the stop was to en-
sure residents benefit from 
having multimodal trans-
portation options.

According to the staff 
report, the station in Cla-
remont had an average 
of 406 weekday board-
ings in 2017. It’s a figure 
that has remained pretty 
consistent in the last six  
years.

Of those boardings, 
about 25 percent either 
walk or use a bike to get 
to the station. Metro staff 

found that percentage to be 
higher, compared to riders 
at the Pomona North, only 
15 percent; and Montclair 
where only 4 percent of 
daily boardings don’t rely 
on a vehicle.

The findings will not 
impact the opening of the 
Gold Line extension, said 
Lisa Levy Buch, the Metro 
Gold Line Foothill Exten-
sion Construction Author-
ity’s chief communications 
officer. The authority had 
already set aside $40 mil-
lion for the relocation of 
the Metrolink station and 

five months of construction 
schedule.

Despite the positive find-
ings, Mayor Larry Schro-
eder isn’t letting down his 
guard — and he’s asking 
residents take the same ap-
proach.

Schroeder said Clare-
mont is encouraging resi-
dents come out to the Jan. 
17 committee session as 
well as the full board of 
directors meeting the fol-
lowing week to show their 
support to keep the stop on 
First Street open.

“It ain’t over til it’s over,” 

Schroeder said, quoting 
New York Yankees legend 
Yogi Berra.

“This news came fast 
and we were surprised 
by it, so it behooves us to 
keep the pressure on,” he  
said.

Which is why the mayor 
says he’ll be leading the 
charge and boarding that 
11:45 a.m. train from Clare-
mont to downtown Los An-
geles. If the stop were to be 
eliminated by 2021 as has 
been suggested, that would 
mean Claremont would not 
have any traffic service un-

til 2026, which is when the 
Goldline is expected to be 
extended to the city, Schro-
eder said.

Both Schroeder and Pe-
droza said that although 
the two lines will share 
tracks for a portion of the 
routes, systems service dif-
ferent types of users and 
will not be in competition 
with each other.

“Until the final vote is 
cast, you don’t know what’s 
going to happen,” Schro-
eder said. “It’s not a done 
deal so we need to keep the 
pressure on.”

Station
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A Metrolink train pulls into the Claremont station Friday afternoon.

PHOTOS BY WILL LESTER — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Metro has recommended that the Claremont Metrolink 
station stay open.

Space available for
generations.

Reserve your family
location today.

1240 W. G Street Ontario, CA 91762

(909) 986-1201

Large enough to help,
small enough to care.

STONE FUNERAL HOME
355 East 9th Street

Upland, Ca FD#272

(909) 982-1369

For Service Information

On Families We

Are Serving

PLEASE VISIT US

www.stonefuneralhomeupland.com

or Call Our Office
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